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Unimpressive
win for Forest

FOREST

o

-

AYR UNITED .

ONE GLIMPSE of Stephen Burke’s precocious skills was
enough to moderate Nottmgham Forest’
not producing a convincing victory over the part timers from
Ayr at the City Ground last night.

Burke, only just past
his  16th  birthday,
made his entry to first
team football in the
Anglo-Scottish semi-
finat”and did enough
with one wave of his
articulate left foot to
show Reds supporters
that here is a star in
the making.

Forest were leading by
a first half goal from
Larry Lloyd when Burke
made hls G‘an minute
entry a: for
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Martin O Neill.

Nine minutes later he
took a superb crossfield
ball from.John Robert-

son in his stride and
clipped over a cross that
picked out the head of
Peter Withe for a second
and vital goal.

Had the-score stayed at
2-0, Forest could have been
reasonably satisfied with
their performance on a
night when they found diffi-
culty motivating  them-

But ‘just as they were pre-
paring to celebrate their
first clean sheet since they
drew with Notts County in

s disappointment at

Numngham Forest centre half Larry Lloyd opens the
scoring with a header, against Ayr United at the Clty

Ground last night.

A driving run by John
McGovern led to John
Robertson forcing a lel

wmg corner and from his
kick, Lloyd was left
unmarked to nod a simple

By JOHN LAWSON
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the opening competitive
match of the season, the
Scots struck.

Substitute Jim McSherry
made a probing run on the
left after charging down a
Viv Anderson clearance
and, when John Middleton
failed to hold a cross driven
in from the by-line, former

Forest player Alex Ingram
had a bundling effort hand-
led on the line by Frank
Clark.

Questions

Captain - John Graham
took responsibility for the
kick and scored to give Ayr
more than a fighting chance
Forest over
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the two legs.

His goal two minutes from
time means Forest go to
Scotland with a slender
lead to defend and judging
by the battle lhey had doing
just against
Kilmarnock i m the quarter -

final, it will be far from
easy

are not as skilful a
slde as Kilmarnock but they
are competitive and in front
of their own fans will ask
serious questions of a
Forest defence that
always vulnerable.

Forest could point to the
fact that Terry Curran was
missing with a hamstring
injury as an excuse for their
lack of penetration but,
once again, lheyhadennugh
possessmn to prosper.

hey had the perfect lift
off with a goal after 18
minutes from Lioyd — his
first for the club.

is

goal at the far post

ith aving
intricate patterns lhrough
the Ayr defence, a second
goal looked a distinct possi-
bility before half-time and
from one of the Scot’s excel-
lent runs Ian Bowyer ham-
mered a shot against the bar
with the goalkeeper

owhere.

The tireless Barry Butlin
created a chance I'or him-
self but his ri rive
cleared the bar by inches,
and it was left until Burke" s
introduction to brighten
Forest's evening.

Although favouring his
educated left foot, Burke
operated for the last 28
minutes as a right-winger
and apart from laying on the
goal for Withe, he impre-
ssed more than anything
else with his confidence on
the ball.

Fierce

Before Ayr snatched their
vital goal, Graham was just
wide after a testing cross
from Davy McCulloch and in
the late stages Malcolm
Robertson, their most
feared striker, brought
Middleton to hls knees with
an angled driv

After the gcal Forest
made a late bid to re-
establish their two-goal
lead. Clark was inches away
and then Bowyer had -a
shot cgmpetently

b; Andy

Geoghegan.

Then right on the final
whistle Butlin hammered
the ball into the Ayr net but
he had already been pulled
up for a foul.

There were three book-

ings. Lloyd was cautioned
for something he said aftera
free-kick had been awarded
against him, and Ayr pair
Danny McDonald and Gor-
don Cramond also found
their way into the referee’s
book.

Cramond was fortunate to
survive a sending off after
handling a through ball
after he had been cautioned
for bringing down iv

Anderson.

‘'orest Middleton,
Anderson, Clark, McGovern,
Lloyd, Bowyer, Haslegrave,
©O'Neill (Burke), Withe, But-

lin, Robertson (J). " Sub:
W:lll.

Geoghegan,

Mcl)onnlrl Murphy, Flem-

ing, dman,  Filippi,

Rnbensan (M), Graham,

ng) Culloch,

1
Cnmom‘l (M:Sherry). Sub:
McGiffen.

Referee: L. Hayes, Doncas-

ter.
Attendance: 9,146.

Wagner’s
goal

shocks

AEK ATHENS
DERBY CO.

TWO GOALS

in three
minutes by West German
striker Walter Wagner
threatens
County’s

progress in the E.U.F.A.

chances

D‘:smplmed defensive
play had frustrated AEK
Athens in last night's game
in Athens but their night
was ruined after 65 minutes.

Skilful left- winger Mavros
backheeled a
Wagner who drllled hls slmt
past Graham Moseley from
15 yards.

The 35000 crowd had
been growing progressively
more restless but the break-
through brought a complete
change of atmosphere —
and a second goal soon fol-
law

right wing move trou-
bled Derby and when Pasos
crossed, the unmarked
Wagner was left unattended
to put the finishing touch.

Derby were a beaten side
although, for so long, they
had looked likely to return
to the Baseball Ground for
the second leg as favourites
to win the tie.

They were fortunate to
see a shot from Nikoloudis
rebound from the crossbar
in the fifth minute but this
was a rare threat to the
composure of their spe-
cially designed 4-4-2 system.

The loss of injured Archie
Gemmill after 40 minutes
did not help, however, and
Colin Todd was booked, but

Derby was  spoiled by
Wagner’s decisive goal-
burst.

NOTTS COUNTY RES. 3
BARNSLEY RES. ...... 0

County Reserves
ended their run of four
successive defeats when
they swept aside
Barnsley’s challenge
with three second half
goals.

County, who fieldéd nine
players with Second Divi-
sion _experience, should
have builtup a commanding
lead in the first half, but a
combmatwn of poor shoot-

ing and work by Sides,
the vxsmng goalkeeper,
kept the scoreline blank at
the interval.

_'The first goal came aner
@
unmarked Bnan Stubbs
eventually beat the keeper
with a header from a corner
by Steve Carter.

Notts. sweep aside

challenge

Barnsley wasted a chance
to get back into the game in
the 53rd minute when
Stubbs  brought down
Walker but Frank Lane pul-
led off a spot kick save from
Warnock.

After this escape Notts
stepped up the pace and
John Sims headed the sec-
ond goal from Benjamin's
cross eight minutes from
time. Soon after. Caner pro-
duced a raking she m 25
yards which slr\lck the far
post on lts way mto lhe n"et

Nott: on.
OBelen, Richards, Stubon, Halr, Car:
ter, Smith, Sims, Benjamin, Towle.

ub: Senn

Barnsley — Sides; Markham, Bir-

nder, Burke, McCarthy,
arris, Warnocl

s ot 2175 Tikestor
‘mllla sion Rd.
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